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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: RCE filed on 9/12/05. 

• Claims 1-97 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kayano et al 
(US 5812747). 

Regarding claim 1, Kanayo discloses an image output control apparatus (master 
copy machine 1, fig. 4) connected to plural image output devices (copy machines 1-2, fig. 
4) through communication media (cable 80, fig. 4), capable of controlling to output 
images of predetermined input data using the plural image output devices, comprising: 

• mode select means (control panel as shown in fig. 3) for selecting an cascade 
outputting mode (cascade mode, col. 4, lines 45-56) so that output processing of the input 
data is allotted to the plural image output devices (col. 4, lines 45-60 and col. 5, lines 58- 

67 >; 

• selection means (control panel as shown in fig. 3) for selecting the plural image output 
devices (col. 5, lines 58-67) that should be used in the allotted outputting mode; 
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• obtaining means (CPU 27 of master copy machine, fig. 2) for obtaining output media 
information (output media information from plurality of copy machines in cascade mode, 
fig. 1 1) stored in each the image output device of the plural image output devices that are 
selected to be used in the allotted outputting mode; 

• judgment means (CPU 27 of master copy machine, fig. 2) judging whether or not the 
plural image output devices selected to be used in the allotted outputting mode store the 
same-sized output media (size output media, fig. 1 1, col. 7, lines 50 to col. 8, lines 20) on 
the basis of the output media information obtained by said obtaining means; and 

• notification means (fig. 9, col. 6, lines 30-67) for notifying of a judgment result 
obtained by said judgment means. 

Regarding claim 2, Kanayo further discloses an apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising a display means (control panel display, fig. 3) for displaying 
information regarding the image output devices, and said notification means displays a 
warning message (step U105, fig. 9) on the display when said judgment means judged 
that the plural image output devices selected by said selection means do not have the 
same-sized output media (slave machine has malfunction such as paper emptied, fig. 7 & 

ii). 

Regarding claim 3, Kanayo further discloses an apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein it is controlled to cancel selection (Cancel Button 56, fig. 3) to be executed by 
said selection means when said judgment means judged that the plural image output 
devices selected by said selection means do not have the same-sized output media. 

Regarding claim 4, Kanayo further discloses an apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said judgment means judges whether or not the plural image output devices 
selected by said selection means have the same-sized and the same-kind output media 
(paper media information, figs. 7 & 1 1) on the basis of the output media information. 
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Regarding claim 5, Kanayo further discloses an apparatus according to claim 4, 
further comprising a display for displaying information regarding the image output 
devices, and said notification means displays a warning message (step U105, fig. 9) on 
the display when said judgment means judged that the plural image output devices 
selected by said selection means do not have the same-sized and the same-kind output 
media. 

Regarding claim 6, Kanayo further discloses an apparatus according to claim 5, 
wherein it is controlled to cancel selection (CANCEL button, 3) to be executed by said 
selection means when said judgment means judged that the plural image output devices 
selected by said selection means do not have the same-sized and the same-kind output 
media. 

Regarding claim 7, Kanayo further discloses an apparatus according to of claim 1, 
further comprising input means for inputting image data obtained by reading originals, 
and it is possible to control that the plural image output devices (slave copy machines 2- 
3, fig. 4) can output images of image data inputted by said input means. 

Regarding claims 8-14: Claims 8-14 are the method claims corresponding to the 
apparatus claims 1-7 (respectively). The method claims are inherent and included by the 
operation of the apparatus claims. Please see claims rejection basis/rationale as described 
in claims 1-7 above. 

Regarding claim 15: Claim 15 corresponds to claims 1-7 and/or combination 
thereof except computer readable memory medium for storing program is claimed rather 
that printing system or data output apparatus. All computers have some type of computer 
readable memory medium for storing computer program, hence claim 15 would be 
rejected using the same. rationale as in claims 1-7 and/or combination thereof 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16-97 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kayano et 
al (US 5812747), and in view of Okutsu (US 5630062). 

Regarding claim 16, Kayano discloses an image output system (fig. 4) 
comprising: 

• plural image output devices (copy machines 1-3, fig. 4); 

• each of said plural image output devices comprising: 

• a memory unit (image memory unit C, fig. 2) adapted to store a plurality of data; 

• a printer unit (laser printing unit 25, fig. 1) adapted to perform print processing of data 
stored in said memory unit to an output medium; 

• an acceptor (control panel, fig. 3) adapted to accept an instruction for causing a local 
device and another image output device to start a cascade printing operation (cascade 
mode, col. 4, lines 45-56) that print processing of a series of data is able to allot to said 
local device and said other image output device (col. 4, lines 45-60 and col. 5, lines 58- 
67), from a user; and 

• a controller (control unit 26, fig. 1, col. 4, lines 45-67) to permit an execution of the 
cascade printing operation in said local device and said other image output device (master 
machine 1 and other slave machines 2-3, fig. 4, col. 7, lines 13-67), according to the 
instruction from the user, when the same output medium (media output size, fig. 5 & 1 1, 
col. 7, lines 50 to col. 8, lines 20) is set in both of said local device and said other image 
output device. 

However, Kayano fails to teach and/or suggest a controller inhibits an execution 
of the cascade printing operation that uses a different output medium in each of said local 
device and said other image output device, before the instruction from the user is 
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accepted, when the same output medium is not set in both said local device and said other 
image output device. 

Okutsu, in the same field of endeavor for cascade printing operation (image 
output system), teaches a controller inhibits an execution (output impossibility flag if two 
output print medias are different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67 and fig. 
16) of the cascade printing operation that uses a different output medium in each of said 
local device and said other image output device (printers a-c, fig. 1), before the 
instruction from the user is accepted, when the same output medium is not set in both 
said local device and said other image output device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify image output device of Kayano to include a controller for 
inhibits an execution of the cascade printing operation that uses a different output 
medium in said local device and other image output device as taught by Okutsu because 
of a following reason: (•) to ensure entire print job will be printed on the same output 
medium for output quality enhancement. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kayano with Okutsu to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 16. 

Regarding claim 17, Okutsu further discloses a system according to claim 16, 
wherein said controller inhibits (output impossibility flag if two output print medias are 
different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67) said execution of said allotted 
printing operation before the instruction from the user is accepted, by controlling 
beforehand said acceptor so as not to accept the instruction from the user, when the same 
output medium (different print medias, fig. 12) is not set in both of said local device and 
said other image output device (network printer a-c, fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 18, Okutsu futher discloses a system according to claim 16, 
wherein the instruction is accepted via a user interface unit including a display unit used 
for said image output device, wherein said controller inhibits the execution (output 
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impossibility flag if two output print medias are different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and 
col. 7, lines 3-67) of the allotted printing operation before the instruction from the user is 
accepted, by controlling a display of said display unit so as not to accept the instruction 
(fig. 16), when same output medium is not set in both of said local device and said other 
image output device. 

Regarding claims 19-20, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 16, 
wherein each of said plural image output devices includes an original image reading unit 
(CCD 20, fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 21, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 16, 
wherein each of said plural image output devices includes an obtaining unit (obtaining 
information of different apparatuses connected via a network, figs. 5, 7, and 11) adapted 
to obtain information of the other image output devices, and wherein said controller 
discriminates the output medium using the information obtained by said obtaining unit. 

Regarding claim 22, Kayano discloses an image output system (fig. 4) 
comprising: 

• plural image output devices (copy machines 1-3, fig. 4); 

• each of said plural image output devices comprising: 

• a memory unit (image memory unit C, fig. 2) adapted to store a plurality of data; 

• a printer unit (laser printing unit 25, fig. 1) adapted to perform print processing of data 
stored in said memory unit to an output medium; 

• an acceptor (control panel, fig. 3) adapted to accept an instruction for causing a local 
device and another image output device to start a cascade printing operation (cascade 
mode, col. 4, lines 45-56) that print processing of a series of data is able to allot to said 
local device and said other image output device (col. 4, lines 45-60 and col. 5, lines 58- 
67), from a user; and 

• a controller (control unit 26, fig. 1, col. 4, lines 45-67) to permit an execution of the 
cascade printing operation in said local device and said other image output device (master 
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machine 1 and other slave machines 2-3, fig. 4, col. 7, lines 13-67), according to the 
instruction from the user, when the same output medium (media output size, fig. 5 & 1 1, 
col. 7, lines 50 to col. 8, lines 20) is set in both of said local device and said other image 
output device. 

However, Kayano fails to teach and/or suggest a controller inhibits an execution 
of the cascade printing operation that uses a different output medium in each of said local 
device and said other image output device, before the instruction from the user is 
accepted, when the same output medium is not set in both said local device and said other 
image output device. 

Okutsu, in the same field of endeavor for cascade printing operation (image 
output system), teaches a controller inhibits an execution (output impossibility flag if two 
output print medias are different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67 and fig. 
16) of the cascade printing operation that uses a different output medium in each of said 
local device and said other image output device (printers a-c, fig. 1), before the 
instruction from the user is accepted, when the same output medium is not set in both 
said local device and said other image output device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify image output device of Kayano to include a controller for 
inhibits an execution of the cascade printing operation that uses a different output 
medium in said local device and other image output device as taught by Okutsu because 
of a following reason: (•) to ensure entire print job will be printed on the same output 
medium for output quality enhancement. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kayano with Okutsu to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 22. 

Regarding claim 23, Okutsu further discloses a system according to claim 16, 
wherein said controller inhibits (output impossibility flag if two output print medias are 
different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67) said execution of said allotted 
printing operation before the instruction from the user is accepted, by controlling 
beforehand said acceptor so as not to accept the instruction from the user, when the same 
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output medium of the same size (different print medias size, fig. 12) is not set in both of 
said local device and said other image output device (network printer a-c, fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 24, Okutsu father discloses a system according to claim 16, 
wherein the instruction is accepted via a user interface unit including a display unit used 
for said image output device, wherein said controller inhibits the execution (output 
impossibility flag if two output print medias are different in size, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52- 
67 and col. 7, lines 3-67) of the allotted printing operation before the instruction from the 
user is accepted, by controlling a display of said display unit so as not to accept the 
instruction (fig. 16), when same output medium of the same size is not set in both of said 
local device and said other image output device. 

Regarding claims 25-26, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 16, 
wherein each of said plural image output devices includes an original image reading unit 
(CCD 20, fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 27, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 
16, wherein each of said plural image output devices includes an obtaining unit 
(obtaining information of different apparatuses connected via a network, figs. 5, 7, and 
11) adapted to obtain information of the other image output devices, and wherein said 
controller discriminates the output medium of the same size using the information 
obtained by said obtaining unit. 

Regarding claim 28, Kayano discloses an image output system (fig. 4) 
comprising: 

• plural image output devices (copy machines 1-3, fig. 4); 

• each of said plural image output devices comprising: 

• a memory unit (image memory unit C, fig. 2) adapted to store a plurality of data; 

• a printer unit (laser printing unit 25, fig. 1) adapted to perform print processing of data 
stored in said memory unit to an output medium; 
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• an acceptor (control panel, fig. 3) adapted to accept an instruction for causing a local 
device and another image output device to start a cascade printing operation (cascade 
mode, col. 4, lines 45-56) that print processing of a series of data is able to allot to said 
local device and said other image output device (col. 4, lines 45-60 and col. 5, lines 58- 
67), from a user; and 

• a controller (control unit 26, fig. 1, col. 4, lines 45-67) to permit an execution of the 
cascade printing operation in said local device and said other image output device (master 
machine 1 and other slave machines 2-3, fig. 4, col. 7, lines 13-67), according to the 
instruction from the user, when the same type (media output size, fig. 5 & 1 1, col. 7, lines 
50 to col. 8, lines 20) is set in both of said local device and said other image output 
device. 

However, Kayano fails to teach and/or suggest a controller inhibits an execution 
of the cascade printing operation that uses a different type in each of said local device and 
said other image output device, before the instruction from the user is accepted, when the 
same output medium is not set in both said local device and said other image output 
device. 

Okutsu, in the same field of endeavor for cascade printing operation (image 
output system), teaches a controller inhibits an execution (output impossibility flag if two 
output print medias are different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67 and fig. 
16) of the cascade printing operation that uses a different output medium in each of said 
local device and said other image output device (printers a-c, fig. 1), before the 
instruction from the user is accepted, when the same output medium is not set in both 
said local device and said other image output device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify image output device of Kayano to include a controller for 
inhibits an execution of the cascade printing operation that uses a different output 
medium in said local device and other image output device as taught by Okutsu because 
of a following reason: (•) to ensure entire print job will be printed on the same output 
medium for output quality enhancement. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kayano with Okutsu to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 28. 

Regarding claim 29, Okutsu further discloses a system according to claim 16, 
wherein said controller inhibits (output impossibility flag if two output print medias are 
different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67) said execution of said allotted 
printing operation before the instruction from the user is accepted, by controlling 
beforehand said acceptor so as not to accept the instruction from the user, when the same 
output medium of the same type (different print medias type, fig. 12) is not set in both of 
said local device and said other image output device (network printer a-c, fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 30, Okutsu further discloses a system according to claim 16, 
wherein the instruction is accepted via a user interface unit including a display unit used 
for said image output device, wherein said controller inhibits the execution (output 
impossibility flag if two output print medias are different in size/type, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 
52-67 and col. 7,*lines 3-67) of the allotted printing operation before the instruction from 
the user is accepted, by controlling a display of said display unit so as not to accept the 
instruction (fig. 16), when same output medium of the same type is not set in both of said 
local device and said other image output device. 

Regarding claims 31-32, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 16, 
wherein each of said plural image output devices includes an original image reading unit 
(CCD 20, fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 33, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 16, 
wherein each of said plural image output devices includes an obtaining unit (obtaining 
information of different apparatuses connected via a network, figs. 5, 7, and 1 1) adapted 
to obtain information of the other image output devices, and wherein said controller 
discriminates the output medium of the same size using the information obtained by said 
obtaining unit. 
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Regarding claim 34, Okutsu further discloses a system according to claim 28, 
wherein the type of the output medium is one of ordinary paper, card, thin paper, OHP 
and color sheet (color sheet, fig. 7a). 

Regarding claim 35, Kayano discloses an image output system (fig. 4) 
comprising: 

• plural image output devices (copy machines 1-3, fig. 4); 

• each of said plural image output devices comprising: 

• a memory unit (image memory unit C, fig. 2) adapted to store a plurality of data; 

• a printer unit (laser printing unit 25, fig. 1) adapted to perform print processing of data 
stored in said memory unit to an output medium; 

• an acceptor (control panel, fig. 3) adapted to accept an instruction for causing a local 
device and another image output device to start a cascade printing operation (cascade 
mode, col. 4, lines 45-56) that print processing of a series of data is able to allot to said 
local device and said other image output device (col. 4, lines 45-60 and col. 5, lines 58- 
67), from a user; and 

• a controller (control unit 26, fig. 1, col. 4, lines 45-67) to permit an execution of the 
cascade printing operation in said local device and said other image output device (master 
machine 1 and other slave machines 2-3, fig. 4, col. 7, lines 13-67), according to the 
instruction from the user, when the same size and type (media output size/type, fig. 5 & 
11, col. 7, lines 50 to col. 8, lines 20) is set in both of said local device and said other 
image output device. 

However, Kayano fails to teach and/or suggest a controller inhibits an execution 
of the cascade printing operation that uses a different size/type in each of said local 
device and said other image output device, before the instruction from the user is 
accepted, when the same output medium is not set in both said local device and said other 
image output device. 

Okutsu, in the same field of endeavor for cascade printing operation (image 
output system), teaches a controller inhibits an execution (output impossibility flag if two 
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output print medias are different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67 and fig. 
16) of the cascade printing operation that uses a different size/type in each of said local 
device and said other image output device (printers a-c, fig. 1), before the instruction 
from the user is accepted, when the same output medium is not set in both said local 
device and said other image output device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify image output device of Kayano to include a controller for 
inhibits an execution of the cascade printing operation that uses a different output 
medium of size/type in said local device and other image output device as taught by 
Okutsu because of a following reason: (•) to ensure entire print job will be printed on the 
same output medium for output quality enhancement. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kayano with Okutsu to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 28. 

Regarding claim 36, Okutsu further discloses a system according to claim 16, 
wherein said controller inhibits (output impossibility flag if two output print medias are 
different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67) said execution of said allotted 
printing operation before the instruction from the user is accepted, by controlling 
beforehand said acceptor so as not to accept the instruction from the user, when the same 
outpu/medium of the same type (different print medias type/size, fig. 12) is not set in 
both of said local device and said other image output device (network printer a-c, fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 37, Okutsu further discloses a system according to claim 16, 
wherein the instruction is accepted via a user interface unit including a display unit used 
for said image output device, wherein said controller inhibits the execution (output 
impossibility flag if two output print medias are different in size/type, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 
52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67) of the allotted printing operation before the instruction from 
the user is accepted, by controlling a display of said display unit so as not to accept the 
instruction (fig. 16), when same output medium of the same type/size is not set in both of 
said local device and said other image output device. 
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Regarding claims 38-39, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 16, 
wherein each of said plural image output devices includes an original image reading unit 
(CCD 20, fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 40, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 16, 
wherein each of said plural image output devices includes an obtaining unit (obtaining 
information of different apparatuses connected via a network, figs. 5, 7, and 11) adapted 
to obtain information of the other image output devices, and wherein said controller 
discriminates the output medium of the same size/type using the information obtained by 
said obtaining unit. 

Regarding claim 41, Okutsu further discloses a system according to claim 28, 
wherein the type of the output medium is one of ordinary paper, card, thin paper, OHP 
and color sheet (color sheet, fig. 7a). 

Regarding claim 42, Kayano discloses an image output system (fig. 4) 
comprising: 

• plural image output devices (copy machines 1-3, fig. 4); 

• each of said plural image output devices comprising: 

• a memory unit (image memory unit C, fig. 2) adapted to store a plurality of data; 

• a printer unit (laser printing unit 25, fig. 1) adapted to perform print processing of data 
stored in said memory unit to an output medium; 

• an acceptor (control panel, fig. 3) adapted to accept an instruction for causing a local 
device and another image output device to start a cascade printing operation (cascade 
mode, col. 4, lines 45-56) that print processing of a series of data is able to allot to said 
local device and said other image output device (col. 4, lines 45-60 and col. 5, lines 58- 
67), from a user; and 

• a controller (control unit 26, fig. 1, col. 4, lines 45-67) to permit an execution of the 
cascade printing operation in said local device and said other image output device (master 
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machine 1 and other slave machines 2-3, fig. 4, col. 7, lines 13-67), according to the 
instruction from the user, when the same size and type (media output size/type, fig. 5 & 
1 1, col. 7, lines 50 to col. 8, lines 20) is set in both of said local device and said other 
image output device. 

However, Kayano fails to teach and/or suggest a controller inhibits an execution 
of the cascade printing operation that uses a different size/type in each of said local 
device and said other image output device, before the instruction from the user is 
accepted, when the same output medium is not set in both said local device and said other 
image output device. 

Okutsu, in the same field of endeavor for cascade printing operation (image 
output system), teaches a controller inhibits an execution (output impossibility flag if two 
output print medias are different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and col 7, lines 3-67 and fig. 
16) of the cascade printing operation that uses a different resource in each of said local 
device and said other image output device (printers a-c, fig. 1), before the instruction 
from the user is accepted, when the same output medium is not set in both said local 
device and said other image output device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify image output device of Kayano to include a controller for 
inhibits an execution of the cascade printing operation that uses a different resource in 
said local device and other image output device as taught by Okutsu because of a 
following reason: (•) to ensure entire print job will be printed on the same output 
medium for output quality enhancement. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kayano with Okutsu to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 42. 

Regarding claim 43, Okutsu further discloses a system according to claim 16, 
wherein said controller inhibits (output impossibility flag if two output print medias are 
different, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67) said execution of said allotted 
printing operation before the instruction from the user is accepted, by controlling 
beforehand said acceptor so as not to accept the instruction from the user, when certain 



Application/Control Number: 09/769,466 
Art Unit: 2624 



Page 



resources (different print medias type/size, fig. 12) is not set in both of said local device 
and said other image output device (network printer a-c, fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 44, Okutsu further discloses a system according to claim 16, 
wherein the instruction is accepted via a user interface unit including a display unit used 
for said image output device, wherein said controller inhibits the execution (output 
impossibility flag if two output print medias are different in size/type, fig. 12, col. 6, lines 
52-67 and col. 7, lines 3-67) of the allotted printing operation before the instruction from 
the user is accepted, by controlling a display of said display unit so as not to accept the 
instruction (fig. 16), when same output medium of the same type/size is not set in both of 
said local device and said other image output device. 

Regarding claims 45-46, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 16, 
wherein each of said plural image output devices includes an original image reading unit 
(CCD 20, fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 47, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 16, 
wherein each of said plural image output devices includes an obtaining unit (obtaining 
information of different apparatuses connected via a network, figs. 5, 7, and 1 1) adapted 
to obtain information of the other image output devices, and wherein said controller 
discriminates the output medium of the same size/type using the information obtained by 
said obtaining unit. 

Regarding claims 48-51, Kayano further teaches a system according to claim 42, 
wherein said controller permits execution of the cascade printing operation in said local 
device and said other output device, according to the instruction from the user, when the 
same output medium is set in both of said local device and said other image output 
device, wherein said controller inhibits the execution of the cascade printing operation 
that uses a different output medium in each of said local device and said other image 
output device, before the instruction from the user is accepted, even if said other image 
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output devices has the same function as the function which includes at least one of a sort 
function and a double-side printing function (fig. 3) that said local device has, when the 
same output medium is not set in both said local device and other image output device. 

Regarding claims 16-51: Claims 16-51 are the method claims corresponding to the 
apparatus claims 52-97 (respectively). The method claims are included by the operation 
of the apparatus claims. Please see claims rejection basis/rationale as described in claims 
16-51 above. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 37-39, filed on 9/12/05, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 1-15 and 16-97 under 102(e) and 103(a) respectively have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, 
upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of newly found 
prior art references. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• JP 07095334 to Takahashi et al, teaches a cascade image output system. 

• US 603 163 1 to Tahara et al, teaches a cascade image output system. 

• US 5909602 to Nakai et al, teaches a cascade image output system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thierry L. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7439. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Thierry L. Pham 
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